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Before the field of genetics
was invented

George H. Shull mopped floors at Antioch College to earn his living expenses
and his tuition was covered by the Jay Fund.
He maintained a 97 percent average throughout his four years on campus
while serving as head janitor, engineer and college plumber.

The Antioch spirit was the heart af our life there as unq wduates
and we prized it more than anything else owr Alma Mater gave us.

It must have been implanted there by Horace Mann.

After earning a doctorate in botany at the
University of Chicago in 1904, Shull went to the newly
established Carnegie Institute Station for Experimental Evolution
at Cold Spring Harbor to work on inheritance in plants.

A demonstration project on Mendelian inheritance in corn
led Shull to make fundamental discoveries that laid the
scientific basis for hybrid corn, which increases corn yield
15 to 20 percent. His publications on heredity, variation,
and plant breeding are legion.
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George Harrison Shull Gregor Mendel
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